
WHAT IS THE CENSUS?
The Const i tut ion requires th e  U.S. Census Bureau to  c o n d u c t  a c o u n t  of  ev e r y  p e r s o n  l i v i ng  

i n  t h e  U n i ted  S t a tes , inc lud ing U.S. terr itories l ike Puerto Rico, every ten years. This  c o u n t
considers all peop le in th e U.S. regardless of age, i m m i g r a t i o n status, ethnic i ty , race,  or
nat ional i ty .

WHY DOES THE CENSUS MATTER?
An  accurate popu la t ion  c o u n t  can ensure a fair and  equ i tab le  d is t r ibut ion  of needed   
resources and  pol i t ica l  inf luence to  underserved c o mmu n i t i es  l ike e thn ic  minorit ies,   
ch i ld ren  and  youth,  u rban  and  rural l o w - i n c o me households,  and  immigrants .  T h e   
s t a t i s t i ca l  d a ta  c o l l e c ted  f r o m  t h e  c e n s us  i s  u s ed  t o  d e t e r m i ne  c o n g r es s i o n a l   

r e p r e s en ta t io n  a n d  a l l o c a te  $ 8 0 0  b i l l i o n  i n  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  b y  f o r m u l a .  These programs  
d i rect ly  affect you and  your communi ty ’s  schools, hea l th  care offices, emergency  
depar tments ,  ch i ld ren  and  senior care facilities, infrastructure,  and  other  crit ical  
services.

ARE MY RESPONSES SECURE?
All  census records and  indiv idual  respondent  data  are conf ident ia l  and  protec ted  by   ma n y  
federal laws and  regulations,  inc lud ing  the  Census Act,  the  Conf ident ia l   In format ion  
Protect ion and  Statistical Eff ic iency Act,  the  Privacy Act,  and  the  U.S. Tax  Code. The Census
Act specifically proh ib i ts the Census Bureau f r o m sharing any personal  in format ion  to  any 
government  agency or off ic ial (federal, state, or local), outs ide ent i t y   (such as a business), or 
cour t  of  l a w  for any reason. I t  is i l legal to  use any census  in format ion  for purposes o ther  
th a n  the  product ion  of statistical data  sets. A l l  C e n s u s   B u r ea u  s t a f f  t a k e  a  l i f e t i m e  o a t h  

t o  p r o t e c t  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  i n f o r ma t i o n ,  a n d  a n y   v i o la t i o n  c o m e s  w i t h  a  p e n a l t y  o f  u p  t o  

$ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  a n d /o r  u p  t o  5  y e a r s  i n  p r i s o n .

CAN MY DATA BE USED IN OTHER WAYS?
A l l  i n f o r ma t i o n  c o l l e c ted  f r o m  t h e  c e n s us  i s  o n l y  u s ed  f o r  s t a t is t ic s  p r o d u ct i o n . By law, the Census Bureau and   
is n o t  pe r mi t t ed  to  share your responses to  i mmi g r a t i o n  enforcement  or l a w  enforcement  agencies. Your 
in format ion cannot be used to determin e eligibi l i ty for government benefits, and landlords cannot access or use  your 
responses for any purpose. Responses can neither  be  disclosed in  legal proceedings w i t h o u t  your consent  nor  be  
used against you by  any government  agency or cour t  in  any way—this includes the  Federal Bureau of  Investigation 
(FBI), the  Central Intel l igence Agency (CIA), the  D epa r tmen t  of  H o me la n d  Security (DHS), and  U.S.  I mmi g r a t i o n  and  
Customs Enforcement  (ICE). The census is n o t  to  be  used for regulat ion of i mmi g r a t i o n  or  en forcement of federal,
state, or local laws.
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IS MY INFORMATION SAFE ONLINE?
The 2020 census wi l l be the first to of fer an onl ine response opt ion . You wi l l n o w have the  
oppor tun i ty  to  part ic ipate in  the census th rough  your computers ,  smartphones and /or  
tablets . The Census Bureau takes strong precaut ions to keep all onl ine responses safe. All  
data are encrypted to protect your privacy, and the bureau ’s cybersecuri ty p rogram  
meets  the highest  standards for pro tec t ing personal in format ion .  If you prefer , you can  
answer the census by phone , i n 13 languages , or you can f i l l ou t a paper f o rm tha t wi l l be   
mai led to you in Apri l .

The Federal Cybersecurity Enhancement  Ac t  of  2015 granted the Depar tmen t  of   
Home land  Securi ty (DHS) access to  the ne twork  traf f ic of  federal agencies ’ i n format ion  
systems , i nc lud ing tha t of the Census Bureau . However, all census data is encrypted and  
DHS does not have access to your personal information. By law ,  the  only use of  the  
ne twork  traf f ic in format ion is to  “protect in format ion and in format ion systems f r o m  
cybersecuri ty risks.” (6 U.S.C.151(c)(3)). DHS is no t author ized to use any in format ion for any  
o ther purposes , i nc lud ing immig ra t i on or law enforcement . Such actions wo u l d

be considered il legal .

WHAT WILL I  BE ASKED?
The 2020 census wi l l  only  ask you questions related to  household compos i t ion  and   
homeownersh i p as of Apr i l 1, 2020, Census Day. You wi l l be asked about: the n u m b e r of people   
l iv ing or staying in  your home;  wh e th e r  your h o m e  is o w n e d  or rented; the  age, race, and   
e thn ic i t y of all household members ; and the relat ionship of each household m e m b e r to you.

Noth ing else wi l l be asked.

T h e  c e n s u s  h a s  n o t h in g  t o  d o  w i t h  a n d  w i l l  n o t  a s k  y o u  a b o u t  y o u r  c i t i z en sh i p  s t a tu s  o r   
i m m i g r a t io n  s t a tus . You wi l l  never be  asked for your Social Security Number ,  mo n ey  or  
donations, any ba n k account or credit card in format ion , or any th ing on behalf of a pol i t ica l   
party.

ARE THESE PROTECTIONS AT RISK?
The U.S. Depar tmen t of Justice’s Off ice of Legal Counsel main ta ins tha t no current law, or  
any agency or government official, can override the Census Act confidentiality  
protections –not the Patriot Act, the IRS, Homeland Security, ICE, or even the president.  
No private company, landlord, or employer can get any household's census information,  
even with a court order. Census records can only be released after 72 years.
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