
 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit G 



Declaration of Christopher Crain - 1 

DECLARATION OF CHRISTOPHER CRAIN

My name is Christopher Crain and I declare as follows: 

1. I am over eighteen years old and a resident of the State of Texas.  

2. On January 9, 2017, I began serving a sentence in the custody of the Texas 

Department of Criminal Justice (“TDCJ”). 

3. I was housed in the Clemens Unit. When COVID struck, there were some 

restrictions put in place there. For example, recreation was limited or cancelled, and when there was 

a positive test, the housing area where the infected person resided would go into lockdown. 

4. However, the restrictions in the Clemens Unit did not prevent education programs 

from taking place. There were GED classes in the Clemens Unit – I completed my GED in 2019, 

prior to the pandemic, but these classes were paused only briefly in 2020 before resuming later in the 

year. 

5. On February 5, 2021, I was approved for parole with a status of FI-5, meaning I 

could be released upon the completion of a five-month program. 

6. Before starting my program, I was transferred multiple times, first to the Huntsville 

Unit, then to the Robertson Unit, before being sent to the Thomas Havins Unit to take my program. 

7. I arrived in the Havins Unit on or about March 10, 2021. 

8. At Havins, I was evaluated during an initial intake interview. The counselor wrote a 

the conclusion of that interview, in recommending me for the program, that “He will attend Small 

Group twice weekly for direct service hours. He will also attend monthly individual sessions.” The 

TDCJ documentation for that visit showed it lasted five minutes. 

9. After that interview, I was placed in quarantine for seven days. During this period, I 

was in a five-person cell with four other people.  
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Declaration of Christopher Crain - 2 

10. Once out of quarantine, I was housed in a bunk room with over sixty other 

individuals, in a single room with a row of two-level bunks on each side. 

11. When the program purportedly began, it consisted almost exclusively of written 

work that was provided to us in the bunk room, to be completed in the bunk room.  

12. We were informed that filling out the workbooks consisted of “Alternative 

Treatment.” 

13. The only group sessions we received during this period were one hour on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays when we would discuss the worksheets with a counselor. We did not have any 

additional therapeutic sessions and we did not have any other group sessions at which MTC 

employees were active and participating during this period. 

14. The timesheets that I completed early in the program reflect the fact that I was not 

receiving twenty hours of direct treatment per week. True and accurate copies of excerpts from 

these timesheets are attached to this declaration. For example, on the timesheet for March 21, only 

one hour of direct treatment was recorded. 

15. We were told to fill out timesheets as directed by MTC staff, who posted a sample 

timesheet and directed us to fill out our timesheets to match it. We were directed to record multiple 

hours a day of “Alternative Treatment” on these forms. For example, I recorded eleven hours of 

“Alternative Treatment” on the week of March 21, and eighteen for each of the next two weeks.  

16. Filling out the workbooks did not take three to four hours a day. Instead, we were 

given multiple short assignments, that took no more than a few minutes, and then told we had to 

record multiple hours of  “Alternative Treatment” based on filling out those workbooks. 

17. This written work consisted of worksheets that gave me essay prompts. I was 

expected to write essays or journal entries from the prompt. Some prompts called for 100 or 250 
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Declaration of Christopher Crain - 3 

word responses. We were required to write, on average, one essay per topic every day, so around 

four essays total. Each individual was provided his own worksheet. 

18. Additionally, I was required to record the uncompensated work that I performed on 

the timesheets. I was assigned to work in the kitchen for four hours each day, and instructed to 

record my time working in the kitchen as “GED/Education/Work.” 

19. There were no GED or Education programs in Havins; these entries all reflect labor 

performed for no pay, not any treatment provided by MTC. 

20. On or about April 6, 2021, I had a fifty-minute session with an MTC Counselor 

before moving from “Phase I” to “Phase II” of the program. This session was the longest one-on-

one session I had with a  counselor. Although this meeting took only one hour (as per my memory 

and the documentation), MTC staff told me I was required to record it at two hours on the 

subsequent time sheet, so I did so.  

21. The only other meetings I had with a counselor were my initial five-minute intake 

interview and two 10-15 minute meetings, one of which took place when I moved from Phase I to 

Phase II, and the other when I moved from Phase II to Phase III.  

22. From approximately April 7, when I began Phase II, until early May, we continued to 

receive workbook pages to fill out daily, and we continued to be told to record filling out the 

workbooks as “Alternative Treatment” for multiple hours a day. 

23. For example, for each week from April 11, 2021 through May 2, 2021, I recorded 18 

hours of “Alternative Treatment.” 

24. On Monday, May 3, the programming situation changed. Starting that day, MTC 

began providing “programming” by having a counselor come to the bunk room and speak to the 

entire room for an hour on a given topic. 
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Declaration of Christopher Crain - 4 

25. The bunk room had over sixty people in it during these sessions. We did not break 

out into smaller groups. 

26. The room was so large that people in the back were not able to hear the counselors. 

27. Sometimes the counselor conducting this session would read from a textbook, and 

sometimes the person would simply speak about his or her personal experience with those people 

nearest in the bunk room. 

28. These sessions would go on for an hour, and they we were asked at the end of the 

week to record them in our timesheets as “Direct Treatment.” For example, on the week of May 3 

through May 9, I recorded these one-hour sessions as directed by MTC, for a total of twenty “Direct 

Treatment” hours. 

29. One of the sessions was called “Living in Balance.” I have since been shown the 

materials that are published by Hazelden Publishing under that title. I did not recognize the 

Hazelden publications as the materials the counselors used for this session. 

30. I continued to record these sessions as “Direct Treatment” as required by MTC until 

I had a session to move from Phase II to Phase III. While the documentation for this visit records it 

as taking 50 minutes, in reality it took only 15-20 minutes. 

31. Phase III resembled Phase II. During some weeks, counselors would come to speak 

to the entire bunk room and we were asked to record these sessions as Direct Treatment. 

Sometimes, particularly when someone tested positive for COVID, we would be provided 

workbooks again, and asked to record many more hours than we spent working on them as 

“Alternative Treatment.” 

32. I had a third session on or about August 18, 2021 to discuss completing the 

program. This session took about twenty or thirty minutes.  
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