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September 16, 2026

Lieutenant Cynthia Acerra  
Legal Bureau – FOIL Unit
One Police Plaza, Room 110-A
New York, NY 10038
Via NYC OpenRecords
(646) 610-5296

Re: FOIL Request – ALPR data 

Dear Lt. Acerra,

Pursuant to state open records law, N.Y. Pub. Off. Law §§ 84 to 99, I write to request access to and copies of any and all records relating to the New York Police Department’s (“NYPD”) policy and practices relating to accessing the “national License Plate Reader (“LPR”) data repository” described in the NYPD’s “License Plate Readers: Impact and Use Policy,” dated February 4, 2026 (“Impact and Use Policy”).

The effective date of this request is from July 1, 2024 to September 15, 2026.

“Records,” as used herein, includes, but is not limited to, all agency records including memoranda, correspondence analyses, interview notes, logs, charts, and other written records as well as records maintained on computers, electronic communications, videotapes, audio recordings, or any other format. 

ALPR refers to Automatic License Plate Recognition, which is a computer-based camera technology that automatically reads and converts vehicle license plate images into digital data. ALPR vendors include, but are not limited to, Flock Safety, Leonardo, and Motorola.

A “Database” as used herein, means and all “national License Plate Reader (“LPR”) data repository” (as set forth in the Impact and Use Policy) to which any officer or employee of the NYPD has access. Information contained in a Database includes but is not limited to the license plate searched, the time of a search, any information entered by the user into any field prior or after the search, and any results of the search.

Specifically, I hereby request the following public records.

1. All audit logs, search logs, query logs, usage reports, or similar records relating to the NYPD’s use of a Database, whether operated by the NYPD or other agencies, during the requested period, including but not limited to: 
· Records of license plate or vehicle searches performed by agency personnel; 
· Dates and timestamps of searches;
· User identification associated with searches, including names, badge numbers, usernames, or user IDs, where maintained; 
· Case numbers, incident numbers, investigation references, keywords of searches, reasons, or purposes associated with searches, where maintained; 
· Records showing networks or agencies whose ALPR data is shared with or accessible to the department; 
· Records showing networks or agencies to which the department shares its ALPR data or which have access to NYPD ALPR data; 
· Event logs, system activity logs, or audit records reflecting changes to hot lists, watch lists, alerts, users, permissions, or network-sharing settings; 
· Records showing changes to data-sharing relationships or network access; and 
· Records reflecting live-stream, live-view, camera access, or similar access permissions and configuration settings, if applicable. 

2. All current contracts, memoranda of understanding, agreements, amendments, renewals, statements of work, or similar agreements between the department, municipality, or other applicable public entity and ALPR vendors, or entities that maintain a Database, including but not limited to  Flock Group Inc. (d/b/a Flock Safety), Leonardo ELSAG, and Motorola/Vigilant Solutions. 

3. All Patrol Guide Provisions, Administrative Guide Provisions or other policy and practice documents issued internally by the NYPD governing the use of any Database by NYPD Officers, including but not limited to protocols regarding a) certifying officers who may access the database b) legal standard for conducting a Database search, c) proper standards for documenting searches, and d) standards for auditing searches or search logs, by the Quality Assurance Division or any other NYPD Division or Department.

4. All documents relating to training the “limited number of personnel” who are authorized to access a Database, including but not limited to lesson plans, sign-in sheets, course materials, quizzes and exams, and student evaluations.

5. The name, rank, shield number, and command of each and every one of the “limited number of personnel” who are authorized to access a Database.  

6. All policies related to the retention and security of data obtained through a search of a Database, including those regarding:
· The length of time after capture that data may be preserved; 
· Exceptions to general data preservation policies; 
· Internal data security and access; and 
· Data destruction.

7. All records showing the NYPD’s current ALPR networking-sharing configuration, including records setting forth which networks, agencies, or organizations share data with the department and which networks, agencies, or organizations receive data from the department. 

8. Policies or records of procedures related to sharing data obtained by the NYPD from a Database with other federal, state, or local agencies, including policies directing: 
· The manner in which another agency may request data; 
· The circumstances under which captured data may be shared; and 
· The responsibilities of the recipient agency regarding data retention and use.

9. Policies or records of procedures related to the sharing of data obtained through a Database by other agencies with the NYPD, including those directing: 
· The manner in which the NYPD may request data; 
· The circumstances under which captured data may be shared; and 
· The responsibilities of the recipient agency regarding data retention and use.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made for commercial purposes. I would prefer the request be filled electronically by e-mail attachment (to foil@stopspying.org) if available or disc if not. For databases, audit logs, search logs, reports or tabular records, please provide a CSV or XLS/XLSX file. See § 87(5)(a), § 89(3)(a), and 
§ 89(3)(b). I agree to pay any reasonable fees of not more than $50.00. If the request cannot be filled electronically and the cost to copy and mail the requested material will be greater than $50.00, please notify me. Please provide a receipt indicating the charges for each document. 

As provided by the open records law, I will expect your response within five (5) business days. See N.Y. Pub. Off. Law § 89(3). If any portion of a record is exempt, please redact only that portion and provide a written explanation for the denial including a reference to the specific statutory exemption(s) upon which you rely. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at foil@stopspying.org.

Sincerely,


Noosha Aliabadi
Legal Fellow
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