
201201008 
Abdiel Anderson 

On January 18, 2012, at 10:30 a.m., a man entered a Bronx bodega to buy a cup of coffee. After he 
did so, a plainclothes detective stopped him, told him to put his phone and coffee down, and 
proceeded to search him, while another officer blocked the door to the bodega. After the search 
(which found no evidence of criminal conduct) two other officers brough a teenage boy into the 
bodega and accused the man of engaging a drug transaction with him. The man said he had not 
done so and did not know the teenager. He was first allowed to leave, but after leaving the store was 
arrested for disorderly conduct. 

Documentation demonstrated that an undercover detective had approached the teenager seeking to 
buy marijuana, and that the teenager had gone into the bodega, then exited and provided an 
undercover officer with the marijuana. The narcotics team then was alerted and entered the store. 
Detective Anderson had the teenager in custody while another officer prevented anyone from 
entering or exiting the store. Another detective acknowledged frisking the man who had bought a 
cup of coffee. 

In his CCRB interview, Detective Anderson stated that he did not see anyone frisk the man with the 
coffee, and that the man with the coffee had not said “don’t touch me.” He also stated that the man 
was arrested for disorderly conduct because he had yelled and screamed while waving his arms in the 
store, and that a crowd had come into the store as a result. 

But in the criminal court complaint, Detective Anderson had quoted the man with the coffee as 
saying “don’t touch me,” and all other officers acknowledged that while the incident was ongoing, 
no one was allowed in or out of the bodega, so no crowd could form. 

The CCRB found that the officer who initially stopped and frisked the man with the coffee had 
done so without legal authority, and that Detective Anderson had made intentionally false material 
statements when he testified in a manner contradicted by his statements in the criminal court 
complaint and the other officers. 

The NYPD issued instructions to the officer who conducted the stop and issued no discipline to 
Detective Anderson. 
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baseball hat.  may have had tissues or paper in his vest pockets, but nothing else. His 

phone was in his hand and his wallet was in his back right pants pocket. The only thing  

had in his pants pockets was a razor, which he uses for work.  

 and  entered the bodega and  prepared a cup of coffee for 

himself. He paid for it at the counter, and he used his cell phone to make a call. There was an 

older woman in the store who  does not know.  exited the bodega in front 

of  and as  tried to leave, a man, identified via investigation as Det. Edwin 

Gines, came inside and blocked the door so that  could not leave.  did not 

mention this in his initial complaint.  described Det. Gines as a 6’0” light-skinned 

Hispanic male in his late 30s to mid-40s with a heavy build, 200-220 lbs., with short hair, light 

eyes, and light facial hair that had some grey in it. This occurred less than five minutes after  

 entered the store.  was not paying close attention and was trying to leave, so he 

said, “Excuse me,” to try to get past Det. Gines. Det. Gines said, “You know what this is,” and 

told  to put his phone and coffee on the counter.  did not know he was a police 

officer and initially thought Det. Gines was going to rob the bodega, as he lives in a bad 

neighborhood. 

 put his phone and coffee on the counter, and when he turned back around, Det. 

Gines began to reach into s pockets. Det. Gines reached first into s vest 

pockets and took out the tissues or papers, felt them, and then put them back in his vest pockets. 

 told Det. Gines that he knows that he is supposed to empty his own pockets for 

everyone’s safety. Det. Gines said, “Shut the fuck up,” and reached into s front pants 

pockets one at a time, though  could not remember which of these pockets Det. Gines 

reached into first. Det. Gines reached into s back right pocket and pulled out his bi-fold 

wallet. Det. Gines opened the wallet and rifled through the papers inside of it. Det. Gines took 

s identification out of the wallet, looked at it briefly, put it back in the wallet, then gave 

the wallet back to  was not sure if Det. Gines reached into his back left pants 

pocket. Det. Gines did not reach into s hoodie sweatshirt pockets.  

When he finished searching him, Det. Gines pulled his badge out from beneath his shirt and 

told  he was an officer and said, “You know what you did.”  said, “What do 

you mean?” and Det. Gines said, “You made a sale with this kid.” Two officers, identified via 

investigation as Det. Abdiel Anderson and Sgt. Richard Vetrano, entered the bodega and brought 

a sixteen-year-old boy who was wearing a royal blue coat with them into the store. This boy has 

been identified via investigation as  described Det. Anderson as a black 

male with dreadlocks.  described Sgt. Vetrano as a slim white male.  did not 

interact with Det. Anderson or Sgt. Vetrano and did not describe them further. Sgt. Vetrano was 

outside of the store for most of the incident. Officers searched  told the 

officers that he recognized  from the neighborhood, but he did not know him.  

had not noticed  before he entered the bodega. One of the officers asked  if 

he knew  and  said, “No, I don’t know him, but we see each other around.”  

Det. Gines reached toward the front of s waistband and pulled the waistband of his 

pants out as though he was going to look down his pants, and  pushed Det. Gines’ hand 

away and told him that he has officers in his family and “knows the procedures.” Det. Gines said, 

“Shut the fuck up, let me do my job and you can go on your way.”  said later in his 

interview that Det. Gines did not look into his pants until later after he was handcuffed. The 

cashier behind the counter said, “Officer, he just came in here to get his coffee, he didn’t do 

anything.” This man works there every morning, and he is approximately 28-32 years old.  

While  was interacting with Det. Gines in the store,  tried to come 
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back into the store. An officer, identified via investigation as Det. David Roberts, stood outside of 

the store and blocked the doorway and would not allow her back inside.  described Det. 

Roberts as a 6’0” heavy-set white male in his late 30s to mid-40s with light brown hair and light 

eyes, wearing a black hoodie and blue jeans.  told Det. Roberts something like, 

“He’s with me, he’s on his way to work and he’s late.” Det. Roberts came into the store as  

 and Det. Gines were “looking at each other hard.”  The officers were finishing up their 

interaction with   

Det. Gines said to  “Grab your phone, get the fuck out of here.” As  was 

leaving the store, Det. Roberts and  said one or two more things to each other and 

then  and  walked away together. As they walked,  said to  

 “The only way this shit is going to stop is if we go to the Civilian Complaint [Review] 

Board and put in a complaint.”  was approximately ten feet from the bodega door when 

he said this. Det. Gines was still in the store, so  assumed that one of the officers outside 

told him what  had said, because 30 seconds to 1 minute after  left the store, 

Det. Gines leaned out of the doorway of the bodega and said, “Come here, asshole. Come here.” 

 had walked approximately ten feet from the door.  thought he had left 

something in the store and that was why Det. Gines was calling him back.  went into the 

store and Det. Gines said, “Now I’m going to give you a reason to make a complaint. Turn 

around, put your hands behind your back.”  backed up a couple of steps and asked why 

he was being arrested. Det. Gines said, “Don’t fucking worry about it. You know what you did. 

You made a sale.”  raised his voice and said, “I didn’t make a fucking sale. This shit is 

crazy.”  was again not allowed to come into the store, but she told  from 

outside to calm down.   

After  was in handcuffs, Det. Gines tried to pull the back of s waistband 

out so he could look into his pants.  held the top of his pants with his hands as they were 

handcuffed behind his back so that Det. Gines could not look inside. This caused s 

pants to rip near the right belt loop to the center of the waistband.  was screaming 

loudly outside the store and arguing with officers, and  admitted to raising his voice, 

such that people who were walking by stopped to watch.  was angry and yelled 

things like, “What the fuck are you handcuffing him for? He didn’t do anything wrong.” Det. 

Roberts said, “Yo, bitch, shut the fuck up.”   

 was put in a blue van and there were two prisoners inside already, who he 

recognized from his neighborhood.  did not know if the van was nearby when he was 

arrested or when  was arguing with Det. Roberts. There were two officers in the 

van, and  had not seen them during his interactions with the other officers. These 

officers have been identified via investigation as Det. Gregory Smith and Det. John Scollo.  

 was irate and said things to these officers like, “It’s a small world,” “Karma is a 

motherfucker,” and “Shit comes back to you.”  described Det. Scollo, the driver, as a 

5’7”-5’8”, white or Hispanic male, a light beard with grey in it, blue eyes, mid to late 40s.   

 did not provide a description of Det. Smith, but he is known by the investigation to be a 

black male.  asked Det. Scollo to loosen his handcuffs, but he would not. 

 was very upset when they arrived at the precinct stationhouse after being in the van 

for approximately two-and-a-half hours.  was irate, crying, and saying things like, “Fuck 

you,” “Don’t ask me for information.” Det. Roberts said to  “You need a fucking 

tissue? Man up.” Once  was in the holding cell, an officer, who he assumed was the desk 

sergeant because had been seated behind the desk, came to the cell and said, “Yo asshole, what 

are you making so much noise for? You do the crime, you do the time.”  later said that 

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 
87(2)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b) § 
87(2)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b) § 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 
87(2)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 
87(2)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)





Page 6  

CCRB Case # 201201008 

 
CCRB – Confidential    

 

 

remembered that he was arrested at  sometime around January of 2012 

after an undercover officer approached him, but he did not remember that anyone else was 

arrested with him. He did not recall seeing a man in his 30s being handcuffed or arrested on that 

day at  He had no recollection of another arrest on the date he was 

arrested. 

 

NYPD Statements:   

 

Subject Officer: DET. EDWIN GINES 

• -old Hispanic male, 5’11”, 200 lbs., with a bald head and brown eyes.   

• On the date of the incident, Det. Gines worked from 7:27 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. He worked with 

Det. Roberts in the chase car for a buy and bust operation with the field team. He was 

dressed in plainclothes and assigned to an unmarked car, #  the description of which he 

could not recall.  At the time of his CCRB interview, Det. Gines had his head shaved bald, 

and he confirmed that it was the same on the date of the incident. He had a goatee during his 

CCRB interview, but could not recall what his facial hair looked like on the date of the 

incident. 

 

Memo Book 

Det. Gines had the following memo book entries pertaining to this incident (encl. 13a-c). At 

9:55 a.m. the undercover officer had a positive buy, and at 10:00 a.m. two people were under 

arrest.  

 

CCRB Testimony 

Det. Gines was interviewed at the CCRB on September 25, 2012 (encl. 14a-c). On January 

18, 2012 at approximately 10:30 a.m., the officer designated as the ghost officer for the team put 

a detailed description over the radio of two males in a grocery store at  

The ghost officers for the team were identified via investigation as Det. Pedro Lopez and Det. 

Dexter Powers. When a description is put over the radio, it goes out to the entire field team. Det. 

Gines could not recall the descriptions that were transmitted. No other information about the 

particulars of the buy were transmitted, such as who played which role in the sale. Det. Gines and 

Det. Roberts were in their car approximately one block away from  when 

they received this information. They responded as soon as the supervisor for the team, Sgt. 

Vetrano, told them to move in. Sgt. Vetrano was working with Det. Anderson, who was the 

arresting officer for the team that day. Sgt. Vetrano did not direct Det. Gines and Det. Roberts 

specifically to respond, but gave this direction generally over the radio. As soon as the order was 

given, Det. Gines and Det. Roberts responded to the store.    

Sgt. Vetrano and Det. Anderson also came to the scene, and Det. Gines believed that they 

arrived simultaneously. The officers did not speak to one another before entering the store, 

because they have done operations like these many times, in which they enter a location and hold 

everyone there until they have confirmation from the undercover or ghost regarding who was 

involved. There were two males inside at the cash register who fit the descriptions, and Det. 

Gines believed they were the only two males in the store. Det. Gines believed that he entered the 

store first. The first thing that Det. Gines said to the males was that they fit a description and they 

have to get a positive identification.  

One of the males, whose name Det. Gines did not know but who is known by the 

investigation to be  became loud and irate. He yelled things like, “This shit always § 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)(b)

§ 87(2)
(b)



Page 7  

CCRB Case # 201201008 

 
CCRB – Confidential    

 

 

happens to me, I’m always getting stopped,” and “I’m always getting harassed.” Det. Gines 

focused his attention on  and he did not recall the other male in the store saying 

anything.  had a cup of coffee in his hand, so Det. Gines removed the coffee from his 

hand and placed it on the counter for safety reasons. The officers tried to explain to him that he fit 

the description but that if he was not involved he would be free to go. Det. Gines was interacting 

with  for approximately two minutes while the team called and waited for the 

undercover officer to come by and identify who was involved. Det. Gines could not recall who of 

the officers other than himself was interacting with  Det. Gines did not tell  to 

“shut the fuck up,” and he did not hear any other officer say this. 

Generally, they will pat down someone’s waistband for weapons, and Det. Gines said  

 was patted down to make sure he did not have weapons, but Det. Gines could not recall if 

he did this or if it was another officer. Det. Gines could not recall which parts of s body 

were frisked. Det. Gines did not reach into s pockets and he did not see any other 

officer do so. Det. Gines could not recall if s identification was obtained. Sgt. Vetrano 

did not interact with  but stood nearby and supervised by watching.  

After interacting with  for approximately two, the undercover officer arrived and 

there was a positive identification for the other male in the store, known by the investigation to be 

 and a negative identification for  so the officers explained this to  

and told him to leave. Det. Gines did not say to  “Grab your phone and get the fuck out 

of here.” He did not hear any other officer say this.  did not immediately leave and 

continued to “mouth off” in the same manner as before but then exited the store. The officers 

continued to investigate with  must have stayed near the store, because as 

the officers, Det. Gines could not recall which officers specifically, were walking  out 

to place him in the prisoner van,  came back and began to enter the store so that his next 

interactions with the officers occurred in the threshold of the door. Det. Gines denied that he or 

any of the officers had told  to come back to the store. Det. Gines did not recall hearing 

 say that he was going to make a complaint about the incident, and Det. Gines did not 

recall hearing any officers say that they would give him something to complain about.  

began to yell again, not at any officer in particular but at all of the officers in general. A crowd of 

approximately ten to fifteen people formed outside. Individuals in the crowd chanted, but Det. 

Gines could not recall anything specific they said.  

One or two minutes after  started yelling, Sgt. Vetrano ordered the officers to place 

him under arrest. Det. Gines handcuffed  but he could not recall if other officers 

assisted him.  continued to yell but did not physically resist. The prisoner van usually 

arrives once the rest of team enters a location, so Det. Gines guessed the prisoner was probably 

already there when  was handcuffed, but he did not recall specifically if it was. Det. 

Gines could not recall if the officers in the prisoner van got out to assist with handcuffing  

 or to assist with crowd control. Det. Gines recalled a female present with the crowd, who 

said that  was always getting arrested and other things to that effect, but Det. Gines did 

not remember if she used profanity.  

Det. Gines could not recall what his role was after he handcuffed  Det. Gines did 

not transport  He continued working the buy and bust operation and there were more 

arrests at 10:55 a.m. Det. Gines went to the precinct at 12:50 p.m. and he saw  and  

 as they were walked into the stationhouse, but he did not interact with them. Det. Gines did 

not recall if  was still upset or loud at the stationhouse. Det. Gines did not hear any 

officer say, “You want a fucking tissue? Man up.”  
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yelled that he had not done anything. Det. Anderson heard  say, “Fuck you.” Det. 

Anderson could not recall which officer was speaking to  Det. Anderson did not know 

if Det. Roberts or Det. Gines patted down  at this point. Det. Anderson did not frisk or 

search  Det. Anderson did not hear  say anything like, “Don’t touch me,” or 

hear any other indication that officers were making contact with him. Det. Anderson did not hear 

any officer say, “Shut the fuck up,” to  or use other profanity during the incident.   

Thirty seconds passed between when  left the store and when he re-entered. After 

viewing the Criminal Court Complaint he completed for this incident, Det. Anderson said a few 

customers entered the store in this interval. Det. Anderson could not recall if he saw when  

 was handcuffed. Det. Anderson did not know who took the lead in arresting  or 

whose decision it was initially. Det. Anderson did not know when the prisoner van arrived, but he 

believed there were prisoners in the van already and so the officers from the prisoner van did not 

enter the store. Det. Anderson did not recall if  said anything about filing a CCRB 

complaint. Det. Anderson did not transport  The second subject of the sale was never 

found. 

 

Witness Officer: DET. PEDRO LOPEZ 

• -old Hispanic male, 5’8”, 180 lbs., with brown hair and green eyes.  

• On the date of the incident he worked from 9:22 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and was assigned to the 

ghost car for his narcotics team with Det. Powers. He was dressed in plainclothes and was 

assigned to an unmarked vehicle, the number and description of which he could not recall. 

 

Memo Book 

Det. Lopez had the following entries pertaining to this incident. At 10:50 a.m. he wrote that 

UC #4 had a positive buy, the charge was   . 

 

 CCRB Testimony 

 Det. Lopez was interviewed at the CCRB on May 7, 2013. Det. Lopez viewed the undercover 

buy report for this incident, which was written by Det. Pino. Det. Lopez did not recall this 

incident in which Det. Pino was the purchaser. The report did not refresh his memory but based 

on the report he said that it looked as though Det. Pino interacted with  who then went 

into a bodega, then came back out and gave product to Det. Pino. Det. Lopez could not recall 

details of the buy, such as where he was positioned when the buy occurred, if anyone else was 

with  around the time of the buy, or if anyone was entering the bodega or near the 

bodega. Det. Lopez did not recognize the arrest photos of  or  Det. Lopez did 

not remember seeing  or anyone else near the bodega with a woman. 

  Generally, Det. Lopez’s role when acting as a ghost officer is to follow the subject involved 

in the buy and then contact the field team to direct them to the location where the subject is. 

When he calls to the field team over the point-to-point radio about a subject, he will include a 

description of the subject, his clothing, the direction he is walking, or if he goes into a location he 

will give an address. If the dealer is with another subject or multiple subjects, Det. Lopez will put 

over the descriptions of those individuals to the field team as well. The undercover officer also 

gives a second description once they return to their undercover car.  

 Once descriptions are given, there is no decision to be made about whether the team will 

move in; the team moves in because of the description of the individual involved in a sale. The 

field team looks for the subject, the undercover officer makes the positive identification, and then 

that subject is placed under arrest. The ultimate decision regarding who gets arrested comes from 
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Civilian CCRB History 

•   has been involved with the following CCRB complaints (encl. 6a-f): 

o  

  

o  

 

 

 

 

Subject Officers CCRB History  

• Det. Gines, Det. Roberts, and Det. Pino have been members of the service for 19, 10, and 20 

years respectively and there are no substantiated CCRB allegations against them (encl. 2c-f). 

• Sgt. Vetrano has been a member of the service for 14 years and there is one substantiated 

CCRB allegation against him (encl. 2a-b). 

o In case #201114829, a command discipline was recommended for an allegation 

regarding a premises entered and/or searched. As of May 7, 2013, there is no NYPD 

disposition or penalty listed for this allegation. 

o  

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Identification of Subject Officers 

 Sgt. Vetrano, Det. Gines and Det. Roberts admitted to interacting with  on the date 

of the incident.  As Sgt. Vetrano was the supervisor who authorized the team to move in to  

 and he was by all accounts was present as  was stopped, the stop is 

pleaded against him as well as Det. Gines, who took the lead in the interaction with  

 

Allegations Not Pleaded 

 Det. Gines said that he believed  was frisked, though he did not recall who frisked 

him or what part of his body was frisked. Additionally,  did not allege that he was 

frisked. Therefore, a frisk allegation is not pleaded.  

  said that while he was at the stationhouse he was yelling in the holding cell and an 

officer, who he assumed was a sergeant because he was seated behind the desk, came over and 

said, “Yo asshole, what are you making so much noise for? You do the crime, you do the time.” 

 later said that this sergeant said something like, “What the fuck is your problem?”  

 however, did not feel this officer was trying to be vulgar but was just speaking to him in a 

casual manner. As  did not have a complaint against this officer, an allegation regarding 

this is not pleaded. Additionally,  said his phone was cracked when he received his 

property upon his release. He did not believe that his phone was intentionally broken, but noted 

that it was damaged. As he had no specific complaint and did not see when the damage occurred, 

no allegation regarding this is pleaded.  
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