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Matthew Buonaspina 

Traffic enforcement officers flagged PO Matthew Buonaspina and his partner when a man in a 
vehicle that they stated had a forged parking placard was trying to pull away before they could 
summons him. PO Buonaspina and his partner stopped the man, frisked him, and searched his car. 
The parking placard was not forged but was expired.  

PO Buonaspina then searched the driver and passenger area of the car, including searching a gym 
bag. At his CCRB interview, he stated he had seen a knife on the floor of the passenger side, giving 
him justification to search the car. His partner saw no knife, and neither did the driver or an 
independent civilian witness. And no knife was recovered.

The officers called the man’s mother, who was the owner of the placard, who confirmed that she 
was a state employee.  

The CCRB found the vehicle search was improper and that PO Buonaspina had lied about the 
existence of a knife in order to justify the search. 

PO Buonaspina was tried at the administrative prosecution unit, found guilty, and given a formal 
reprimand. 
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At 44:25 into the recording, both the investigative and  mediation processes were presented to  
 opted for the investigative process.     
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