
201408836 
Mauvin Bute 

On August 15, 2014, at about 10:00 pm, a landlord called the police because she noticed a light on in 
an upstairs apartment of her two-story building, though only the lower floor was rented. Police 
arrived at the building and went to the lower floor apartment (which was occupied) first. The 
officers later stated that they were under the impression that the entire building was unoccupied, and 
one officer stated that the ground floor tenant was subject to an eviction  proceeding (there was no 
other evidence that the ground floor tenant was being evicted). The officers knocked on the man’s 
door and he came out. Security camera footages shows that the man was immediately frisked and 
placed into handcuffs. Officers then entered and searched the apartment; after a twenty minute 
search they removed two NYPD radios and charged the man with possessing them illegally. 

In his statement to the CCRB, Lieutenant Bute stated that he only entered the apartment to remove 
the man after the door was open, and that he noticed the police radios in plain view when he did. 
The video showed that the man was secure in the hallway in handcuffs before any officer entered 
the apartment, and that Lieutenant Bute spent over twenty minutes inside after entering. 

The CCRB found that the search was improper, and that Lieutenant Bute had made a false official 
statement when he stated the officers entered the room to take the man out. 

The NYPD disciplined Lieutenant Bute by forcing him to forfeit 5 vacation days. 



Complainant/Victim Type Home Address

Witness(es) Home Address

Subject Officer(s) Shield TaxID Command

1. POM Remy Jeanfrancois 24399 067 PCT

2. POM Thomas Guy 19685 067 PCT

3. LT Mauvin Bute 00000 067 PCT

4. POM Joel Crooms 17984 067 PCT

5. Officers

Witness Officer(s) Shield No Tax No Cmd Name

1. POM Andreas Sargent 24928 067 PCT

2. POM Francisco Martinez 02786 067 PCT

Officer(s) Allegation Investigator Recommendation

A .  POM Thomas Guy Discourtesy: On August 15, 2014, at  in 
Brooklyn, PO Thomas Guy spoke discourteously to Jarreth 
Joseph.

A .  

B .  POM Joel Crooms Abuse of Authority: On August 15, 2014, at  
 in Brooklyn, PO Joel Crooms frisked Jarreth Joseph.

B .  

C .  LT Mauvin Bute Abuse of Authority: On August 15, 2014, Lt. Mauvin Bute 
authorized the entry and search of  
Apartment 1, in Brooklyn.

C .  

D .  POM Joel Crooms Force: On August 15, 2014, at  in 
Brooklyn, Joel Crooms tightly handcuffed Jarreth Joseph.

D .  

E .  POM Remy Jeanfrancois Force: On August 15, 2014, at the 67th Precinct 
stationhouse, PO Remy Jeanfrancois used physical force 
against Jarreth Joseph.

E .  

F .  Officers Abuse of Authority: On August 29, 2014, officers entered 
and searched  Apartment 1, in Brooklyn.

F .  

Investigator: Team: CCRB Case #:  Force  Discourt. ¨ U.S.

Erin Sweeney Squad #8 201408836  Abuse ¨ O.L. ¨ Injury

Incident Date(s) Location of Incident: Precinct: 18 Mo. SOL EO SOL

Fri, 08/15/2014   9:57 PM 67 02/15/2016 2/15/2016

Date/Time CV Reported CV Reported At: How CV Reported: Date/Time Received at CCRB

Wed, 08/27/2014  11:47 AM CCRB Phone Wed, 08/27/2014  11:47 AM

CCRB INVESTIGATIVE RECOMMENDATION
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Officer(s) Allegation Investigator Recommendation

G .  LT Mauvin Bute Other: Lt. Mauvin Bute provided a false official statement to 
the CCRB.

G .  
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walkie-talkies that  stated were in a closet and charged him with possession of police 

radios. After  sat on the steps for approximately forty minutes, Lt. Bute took  

 into the front room and asked him to sign a paper that would authorize the officers’ 

search of the apartment.  did not sign the paper because the officers had already 

searched. 

 and  corroborated s testimony that the apartment 

was searched, and  stated that she saw officers present  with a consent 

to search form (enc. 11A and 12A). 

 told 911 that she saw a light on in the upstairs apartment, which was 

supposed to be vacant, and that she could not see anyone upstairs. She said nothing about  

 or the first floor. When Central dispatched the 67th Precinct, the operator said, “The light 

is on, no further” (enc. 7A). In her CCRB interview, she did not mention that she told the officers 

anything about  before they entered the building.  exited his apartment 

willingly and was placed in handcuffs.  said that  invited the officers 

into his apartment by stating that he had more documents inside his apartment that proved he had 

lawful access to the second floor. The officers entered and found radios inside of his apartment. 

PO Sargent went to the stationhouse to get a form that  was asked to sign, but  

 refused to sign it (enc. 8C-8E). 

Lt. Bute stated that  told the officers that  was on the first 

floor and that she was in the process of evicting him because he was behind on his rent. The 

second floor was supposed to be vacant.  said nothing else about  and 

did not tell the officers to enter his apartment. Lt. Bute stated that he entered s 

apartment to remove him from the apartment and bring him into the hallway in order to place him 

under arrest for criminal impersonation. He could not recall  giving him permission to 

enter. Lt. Bute did not verbally instruct the other officers to enter, but they entered after the first 

officer (he could not remember which one, or if he was the first) entered. When he entered the 

threshold of the apartment, he saw four police radios in plain view under a television stand 

directly to the left (enc. 14E-14I). Lt. Bute identified them as police radios because they were 

identical to the ones officers carry. He continued into the apartment because the radios raised his 

suspicion that there might be other contraband. The radios raised his suspicion because the radios 

were illegal, as they were capable of overhearing police communications. He acknowledged 

looking inside a drawer of a glass case, but did not look in any other closed compartments. Lt. 

Bute thought he entered the apartment two or three times, and said that he entered again after  

 had exited the apartment because he wanted to search for additional contraband in plain 

view. He looked in common areas that included behind chairs and behind a couch. No contraband 

besides the radios was found. Lt. Bute first said that he did not know if  was asked to 

sign anything in the front room of his apartment, but then immediately said that sometimes, he 

has consent to search forms signed, but he could not recall if  was asked to sign one. 

They did not have a warrant for the apartment. When asked why he did not secure a warrant to 

search the apartment, Lt. Bute stated that his sole observation of the radios would not be enough 

evidence to be granted a search warrant. Upon viewing the video, Lt. Bute clarified his earlier 

statement. He acknowledged PO Crooms and PO Guy did not go immediately upstairs, but 

instead went to the rear of the first floor, near s rear door. Lt. Bute did not instruct 

them to do this.  

PO Sargent initially said that he did not search s apartment and no other 

officer searched s apartment. He later stated that he went inside s 

apartment and found radios that were illegal because they were capable of listening to police 

communication. However, the radios were not inspected (enc. 14I) and charges for the radios 
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