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Joe Chen  

A man who operates his private vehicle as a volunteer ambulance and keeps a police radio in his 
vehicle was in a five-car collision in Brooklyn. Sergeant Chen responded to the incident. Sergeant 
Chen was familiar with the man, who attends many NYPD functions. Sergeant Chen is aware that 
the man has a police scanner in his vehicle and believes that the man breaks traffic laws while 
responding to police calls in his capacity as a volunteer ambulance. When Sergeant Chen arrived at 
the scene of the accident, he accused the man of causing the accident by running a red light. The 
man, who claimed another driver had run a red light, began recording Sergeant Chen. During the 
course of the encounter, Sergeant Chen said both that the situation was “bullshit” and later that 
“I’m tired of you fucking Jews.” 

When interviewed, Sergeant Chen stated that he had used the word “bullshit” but denied making 
any statements about “Jews.” When playing the recording during his interview, Sergeant Chen stated 
that he had not said I’m tired of you fucking Jews,” but had instead said, “I’m tired of your fricking 
shit over here.” The recording was played for Sergeant Chen an additional three times, and he was 
asked whether he would like to amend his statement, and each time he stated that he had said, “I’m 
tired of your fricking shit over here.” 

The CCRB substantiated allegations of discourtesy and offensive language against Sergeant Chen. It 
also found that he made a false official statement when he failed to acknowledge the words in the 
recording. 

He was tried in the administrative prosecution unit and forced to forfeit four days of vacation for 
discourtesy. 

The NYPD did not punish Sergeant Chen for the false statement and the CCRB allegations are 
listed only as “other misconduct” in a letter from the district attorney. Sergeant Chen is no longer a 
member of the NYPD. 

In 2008, while assigned to the School Safety Division, Sergeant Chen was previously found guilty of 
“prejudicial” conduct towards a seventeen-year-old minor female for pulling her into a seated 
position on his lap, telling her to “give uncle a hug,” and “you won’t forget me.” For this conduct, 
Sergeant Chen was forced to undergo training, forfeit thirty vacation days, and was placed on 
dismissal probation.   
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February 4, 2015; 10:11 a m. – 10:22 a.m.  
 
Witness Officer:  PO DAVE WILLIAMS  

 PO Williams was 39 years old at the time of this incident. He is a 5’10” tall, 220-pound black man with long brown 
dreads and brown eyes.  

 PO Williams worked from 6 p.m. on December 3, 2014 to 2:35 a.m. the following day as an anti-crime officer. He was 
working with PO Tomasz Pulawski in unmarked vehicle #  Both officers were in plainclothes.  

 
Memo Book 
PO Williams does not have any entries in his memo book regarding this incident.  
 
CCRB Statement 
PO Williams was interviewed at the CCRB on February 4, 2015.  
On December 24, 2014, at approximately 1 a.m., PO Williams and PO Pulawski received a radio run regarding a motor vehicle 
accident at  in Brooklyn. PO Williams and PO Pulawski arrived alone, and were the first officers on 
the scene, though EMS and FDNY were already at the location. PO Williams saw one of the two individuals involved in the 
crash, who he identified by name as  and asked him if he was okay.  was uninjured. It appeared that a two car 
accident had taken place and PO Williams walked over to the ambulance to see the other involved party, female civilian, being 
placed inside the ambulance. PO Williams spoke to EMS and the woman for a minute.  
 
Behind him, approximately 25 feet away, PO Williams head a commotion. He turned around and realized that Sgt. Chen and an 
additional unit had arrived about three minutes after him and Sgt. Chen was speaking to  He did not hear the words they 
were exchanging, but knew the commotion involved  and Sgt. Chen arguing and yelling. There was other noises, as 
RMPs were responding.   is known to the precinct since he is a volunteer ambulance driver and he is “always driving 
around like a freaking crazy person.”  responds to every incident that comes over the radio.  
 
During their argument, PO Williams did not hear Sgt. Chen yell at  “Bullshit, bullshit!” PO Williams did not hear Sgt. 
Chen use the word “bullshit” at all on that day. PO Williams approached them and began to walk Sgt. Chen away from the 
incident. He did this because Sgt. Chen was yelling at  and he just wanted to deescalate the situation.  As he walked Sgt. 
Chen away from  Sgt. Chen turned around and started yelling at  again. PO Williams was unable to recall 
what, specifically, was said by Sgt. Chen.  
 
When asked whether PO Williams heard Sgt. Chen state, “I am tired of you fucking Jews,” PO Williams responded “no definitely 
not.” PO Williams denied that Sgt. Chen ever made any comments about “Jews” or “Jewish.”  PO Williams did not hear Sgt. 
Chen state,  “I am tired of this shit over here.” PO Williams reiterated that he did not hear what Sgt. Chen stated when he turned 
around.  
 
At one point, PO Williams realized that Sgt. Chen had gone back to argue with  and he had to pull him away a second 
time.   
 
 
[At 7:15 on the digital recording the video footage in IA #12 was played for PO Williams. The recording was paused to address 
technical difficulties related to playing the video footage. The recording was inadvertently not resumed, and the first two times the 
video was played for PO Williams were off the record. While off the record, PO Williams stated that he did not hear what was on 
the video].  
 
10:21 a.m. back on the record. 
The video was played for PO Williams again and he stated that he did not know whether Sgt. Chen stated, “I am tired of you 
fucking jews,” or “I am tired of this shit right here.” PO Williams reiterated that he did not know what Sgt. Chen said in the video.  
 
PO Williams confirmed that Sgt. Chen speaks in a heavy “Asian-Chinese-mandarin” accent. PO Williams knows that Sgt. Chen 
knows  but he does not know anything else about the context of their relationship.  
 



Complainant/Victim Type Home Address

Subject Officer(s) Shield TaxID Command

1. SGT Joe Chen 01821 066 PCT

Witness Officer(s) Shield No Tax No Cmd Name

1. POM Colin Miskowitz 05661 066 PCT

2. POM Daniel Loperena 05400 066 PCT

3. POM Shawney Chow 17993 066 PCT

4. POM Dave Williams 18287 066 PCT

Officer(s) Allegation Investigator Recommendation

A .  SGT Joe Chen Discourtesy: Sgt. Joe Chen spoke discourteously to  
.

A .  

B .  SGT Joe Chen Off. Language: Sgt. Joe Chen made remarks to  
based upon his religion.

B .  

C .  SGT Joe Chen Other: Sgt. Joe Chen intentionally provided a false official 
statement to the Civilian Complaint Review Board, a 
violation of Patrol Guide Procedure 203-08.

C .  

Investigator: Team: CCRB Case #: ¨ Force  Discourt. ¨ U.S.

Diana Townsend           Squad #7                      
          

201412696 ¨ Abuse  O.L. ¨ Injury

Incident Date(s) Location of Incident: Precinct: 18 Mo. SOL EO SOL

Wed, 12/24/2014   1:00 AM 66 06/24/2016 6/24/2016

Date/Time CV Reported CV Reported At: How CV Reported: Date/Time Received at CCRB

Wed, 12/24/2014  12:25 PM CCRB Phone Wed, 12/24/2014  12:25 PM

CCRB INVESTIGATIVE RECOMMENDATION
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CCRB – Confidential    

 

Case Summary  

 On December 24, 2014, at approximately 1 a.m.,  was involved in a vehicular 

accident near the intersection of  in Brooklyn. Sgt. Joe Chen, PO 

Shawney Chow, PO Colin Miskowitz, PO Dave Williams and additional 66th Precinct officers responded. 

Before  could explain the situation to Sgt. Chen, Sgt. Chen screamed at him, “Bullshit!” 

(Allegation A).  alleged that Sgt. Chen yelled something to the effect of, “Fucking Jews!” 

while walking away from him (Allegation B). PO Miskowitz prepared an accident report and  

was not summonsed or arrested (encl. 10a – 10f).  

 

Mediation, Civil and Criminal Histories 

  declined to mediate with Sgt. Chen (encl. 9d – 9e, 20a – 20e). A Notice of Claim inquiry 

was submitted with the NYC Comptroller’s Office on January 27, 2015, and the results are pending.  

 pled guilty to disorderly conduct in February 2013 and received ten days of community service as 

a result (encl. 19a – 19c).  

 

Civilian and Officer CCRB Histories 

• This is the first CCRB complaint filed by  (encl. 6a).  

• Sgt. Chen has been a member of the service for ten years and this is his second CCRB complaint 

(encl. 5a). No allegations have been substantiated against Sgt. Chen; however, in CCRB case number 

200614874, Sgt. Chen was alleged to have made an offensive comment (gender) toward a student. 

The allegation was unsubstantiated.   

 

Findings and Recommendations 

 

Allegation A: Discourtesy - Sgt. Joe Chen spoke discourteously to   

Allegation B: Offensive Language – Sgt. Joe Chen made remarks to  based upon his 

religion.  

 alleged that Sgt. Chen used the word “bullshit” when speaking to him.  further 

alleged that that Sgt. Chen made a comment to him to the effect of “Fucking Jews…” (encl. 9d – 9e).  

Sgt. Chen acknowledged using the word “bullshit” when speaking to  as Sgt. Chen was 

frustrated that  who is a civilian volunteer ambulance driver, commonly disobeys traffic laws 

when responding to jobs, thus putting others in jeopardy. However, Sgt. Chen denied stating, “I am tired 

of you fucking Jew,” or any derivative of that statement. He confirmed he may have stated, “I am tired of 

this bullshit,” but he never referenced s religion (encl. 13c – 13d). PO Williams denied hearing 

Sgt. Chen use any derivative of the offensive statement (encl. 15c).  

The video footage of this incident, which is also equipped with audio, captures Sgt. Chen yelling 

“Bullshit!” when speaking with  Sgt. Chen is also heard making a statement to the effect of, “I 

am tired of you fucking Jew” [sic] (encl. 8a – 8b). The 16 second video depicts a few civilians and 

officers standing nearby, but there is no evidence of riotous behavior and  walks away from 

Sgt. Chen after Sgt. Chen is pulled away by PO Williams, thus indicating that  was not in 

police custody. Furthermore, Sgt. Chen is not heard giving  any commands.  

When presented with the audio and video evidence during their CCRB interviews, Sgt. Chen initially 

contended that he had stated, “I am tired of this shit over here.” Upon listening to the audio a second time, 

Sgt. Chen thought he might have said, “I am tired of your fricking shit over here,” but he denied using the 

word “fucking,” or “Jew” at any point. Sgt. Chen noted that, due to his Chinese accent, his words can 

often be misinterpreted.  
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CCRB – Confidential    

PO Williams, who is depicted in the video footage escorting Sgt. Chen away from  at the 

time the alleged statement was made, stated that he did not recall (or he did not hear) the statement made 

by Sgt. Chen.  

 

 

  

Officers must be courteous and respectful when interacting with members of the public. Patrol Guide, 

Procedure 203- 09 (encl. 1a). While an officer’s use of profanity has been deemed permissible in some 

circumstances, generally limited to stressful street encounters1 or to gain compliance2, the police 

department prohibits the use of epithets in all circumstances. NYPD v. Pinsent, OATH Index No. 2093/01 

(encl. 4a – 4j).  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Team:  Pod 7  

         

 

Investigator: ____________________   ___Diana P. Murray            _____________ 

        Signature                Print                                    Date 

 

Supervisor: ____________________    ____________________     _____________ 

                    Title/Signature  Print                                    Date 

 

Reviewer:   ____________________   _____________________     _____________ 

                   Title/Signature  Print                                    Date 

 

Reviewer: _____________________    _____________________     _____________ 

     Title/Signature  Print                                     Date 

 

 

 

 
1 NYPD v. White, OATH Index No. 78667/03 (encl. 2a – 2d) 
2 NYPD v. Court, OATH Index No. 79627/04 (encl. 3a – 3j) 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY
) KINGS COUNTY

4 3S0JAY STREET
: BROOKLYN.NY11201-2908
A 713) 2502000

Eric Gonzalez [INSERT NAME]
reSonar Assistant District Attomey

[INSERT DATE]

[INSERT D/C INFO]
Re: [INSERT CASE NAME]

Kings County Dkt/Ind. No. [#4488444]

In connection with the above-named case, the People voluntarily provide the following information
regarding:

MOS NAME: JOE CHEN

MOS TAX: —

in satisfaction (to the extent applicable)of theirconstitutional, statutory.and ethical obligations. Further,
the People reserve the ight to move in limine to preclude reference to this information, or otherwise to
object 0 its use and/or introduction intoevidence.

Disclosure # 1;
MOS CHEN PLED GUILTYTO THE FOLLOWING NYPD DEPARTMENTAL CHARGES WHILE MOS CHEN WAS
ASSIGNED TO SCHOOL SAFETY DIVISION AND ON DUTY:
AUEGATION(S):
1 MOS CHEN, ON OR ABOUT 05/15/2006, AT A LOCATION KNOWN TO THIS DEPARTMENT, DID ENGAGE IN|

‘CONDUCT PREJUDICIALTO THE GOOD ORDER, EFFICIENCY AND DISCIPLINE OF THE DEPARTMENT IN THAT
SAID MOS STATED TO A 17-YEAR OLD MINOR FEMALE, KNOWN TO THIS DEPARTMENT, IN SUM AND.
SUBSTANCE, “GIVE UNCLE & HUG," AND GRABBED SAID MINOR BY THE ARM PULLING HER INTO A SEATED
POSITION ON MOS CHEN'S LAP.

2. MOS CHEN, ON OR ABOUT 05/18/2006, AT A LOCATION KNOWN TO THE DEPARTMENT, DID ENGAGE IN
‘CONDUCT PREJUDICIAL TO THE GOOD ORDER, EFFICIENCY AND DISCIPLINE OF THE DEPARTMENT, IN THAT
MOS CHEN APPROACHED A 17-YEAR OLD MINOR FEMALE KNOWN TO THE DEPARTMENT, GAVE HER A HUG
AND STATED IN SUM AND SUBSTANCE, “YOU WON'T FORGET ME

CASE STATUS: CLOSED ON 11/17/2008
ACTION TAKEN: FORFEITURE OF THIRTY (30) VACATION DAYS, DISMISSAL PROBATION, 0.£.£.0 TRAINING.

Disclosure 82:
THE NYPD ISSUED THE FOLLOWING CHARGES AND SPECIFICATIONS AGAINST MOS CHEN ARISING FROM AN
INCIDENT ON OR ABOUT 12/24/2014, AT APPROXIMATELY0100 HOURS, WHILE ASSIGNED TO THE 66™
PRECINCT AND ON DUTY:
AUEGATION(S):
1 MOS CHEN, IN KINGS COUNTY, WAS DISCOURTEOUS IN THAT HE STATED TO A PERSON KNOWN TO THE

DEPARTMENT IN SUM AND SUBSTANCE: BULLSHIT.
2. MOS CHEN, IN KINGS COUNTY, WAS DISCOURTEQUS IN THAT HE STATED TO A PERSON KNOWN TO THE

DEPARTMENT IN SUM AND SUBSTANCE: FUCKING.
DISPOSITION: ALLEGATION #1: PLED GUILTY; ALLEGATION #2 GUILTY AFTER TRIAL
CASE STATUS: CLOSED ON 01/24/2017
ACTION TAKEN: FORFEITURE OF FOUR (4) VACATION DAYS.



 

 

Disclosure # 3: 
THE NYPD SUBSTANTIATED THE FOLLOWING ALLEGATION(S), DATED 12/21/2016, AGAINST MOS CHEN: 
ALLEGATION(S): 
1. OTHER DEPARTMENT RULES/ PROCEDURES VIOLATION 
CASE STATUS: CLOSED ON 03/31/2017 
ACTION TAKEN: SCHEDULE A COMMAND DISCIPLINE 
 

 

BASED UPON CCRB DOCUMENTS UP TO DATE THROUGH OCTOBER 13, 2020, THE PEOPLE ARE AWARE OF 
THE FOLLOWING CCRB SUBSTANTIATED AND/OR PENDING ALLEGATIONS AGAINST THIS OFFICER: 
 
Disclosure # 4: 
CCRB CASE: 201412696 
REPORT DATE: 12/24/2014 
INCIDENT DATE: 12/24/2014 
CCRB SUBSTANTIATED ALLEGATIONS: 
1. DISCOURTESY - WORD SUBSTANTIATED 
2. OFFENSIVE LANG. – RELIGION 
NYPD DISPOSITION: ADMINISTRATIVE PROSECUTION UNIT GUILTY; PENALTY: FORFEITURE OF 4 VACATION DAYS 
OTHER MISCONDUCT NOTED: 
1. OTHER MISCONDUCT NOTED - OTHER MISCONDUCT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eric Gonzalez 

District Attorney 

Kings County 
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