
201500557 
Michael Mcavoy 

At 3:00 pm on January 19, 2015, officers responding to a report of a gunpoint robbery in Staten 
Island stopped a man who was wearing clothing that was reasonably close to, but not exactly the 
same as, the description of the suspect in the robbery. Officers stopped the man and frisked him 
while he complained loudly. The officers found no weapons or contraband on the man and released 
him. The man then began taunting the group of officers that were across the street. Most of the 
officers ignored the taunts (which, again, were coming from a man who had just been stopped and 
searched under suspicion of a gunpoint robbery that he did not commit). Officer Mcavoy, however, 
crossed the street towards the building the man was standing in front of, followed him into the 
vestibule, punched him repeatedly, and arrested him for assaulting a police officer.  

PO Mcavoy acknowledged following the man into the vestibule, but stated that the man struck him 
first, and that he struck back to defend himself. Video footage from inside the vestibule showed PO 
Mcavoy chasing the man when a woman gets between them and tries to separate them. PO Mcavoy 
reaches around the woman to grab the man and repeatedly punches him in the face. The man never 
struck PO Mcavoy. 

The CCRB found that PO Mcavoy used excessive force against the man and made a false official 
statement when he claimed the man had struck him first. 

PO Mcavoy was issued a command discipline B for this incident. 



Complainant/Victim Type Home Address

Witness(es) Home Address

Subject Officer(s) Shield TaxID Command

1. POM Michael Mcavoy 15100 120 PCT

2.   Officers 120 PCT

3. DTS Steven Lopez 4354 120 PCT

4. SGT John Tancredi 01061 INT CIS

5.   An officer 120 PCT

Witness Officer(s) Shield No Tax No Cmd Name

1. POM Gregory Howard 18811 120 PCT

2. POF Christine Christensen 00192 120 PCT

3. POM Christophe Eng 15563 120 PCT

4. POM Eric Johnson 07704 120 PCT

5. POM Joseph Innocente 14311 120 PCT

6. SGT Kizzy Adonis 2263 120 PCT

Officer(s) Allegation Investigator Recommendation

A .  DTS Steven Lopez Abuse of Authority: Near  in Staten 
Island, Det. Steven Lopez stopped .

A .  

B .  DTS Steven Lopez Abuse of Authority: Near  in Staten 
Island, Det. Steven Lopez frisked .

B .  

C .  SGT John Tancredi Discourtesy: Near  in Staten Island, Sgt. 
John Tancredi spoke rudely to .

C .  

D .  SGT John Tancredi Abuse of Authority: Near  in Staten 
Island, Sgt. John Tancredi threatened to arrest .

D .  

E .  POM Michael Mcavoy Discourtesy: Near  in Staten Island, PO 
Michael Mcavoy spoke rudely to .

E .  

F .  POM Michael Mcavoy Force: Inside  in Staten Island, PO 
Michael Mcavoy used physical force against .

F .  

G .  Officers Force: Inside  in Staten Island, officers 
used physical force against  and .

G .  

Investigator: Team: CCRB Case #:  Force  Discourt. ¨ U.S.

Harry Feigen             Squad #4                      
          

201500557  Abuse ¨ O.L. ¨ Injury

Incident Date(s) Location of Incident: Precinct: 18 Mo. SOL EO SOL

Mon, 01/19/2015   3:00 PM 120 07/19/2016 7/19/2016

Date/Time CV Reported CV Reported At: How CV Reported: Date/Time Received at CCRB

Mon, 01/26/2015   1:30 PM CCRB Phone Mon, 01/26/2015   1:30 PM

CCRB INVESTIGATIVE RECOMMENDATION
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Officer(s) Allegation Investigator Recommendation

H .  An officer Abuse of Authority: Near  in Staten 
Island, an officer refused to provide his shield number to 

.

H .  

I .  An officer Discourtesy: Inside of the 120th Precinct stationhouse, an 
officer spoke rudely to .

I .  

J .  POM Michael Mcavoy Other: PO Michael McAvoy intentionally made a false 
official statement to the CCRB, in violation of Patrol Guide 
Procedure 203-08.

J .  
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Case Summary 

 

 On January 26, 2015,  filed this complaint with the CCRB on behalf of 

herself, her son,  and her son’s friend,  by phone.  

 On January 19, 2015, at approximately 3:15 p.m.,  was standing outside of 

 in Staten Island with  An unmarked police vehicle pulled up in 

front of them, and four police officers in plainclothes, Det. Steven Lopez, Sgt. John Tancredi, PO 

Christopher Eng, and PO Gregory Howard, exited and approached  became 

nervous, and took a step back to flee from the officers. Det. Lopez grabbed s arm, and 

told him that he fit the description of an armed robbery suspect (Allegation A). Det. Lopez 

frisked  (Allegation B), despite his protests, and  told  to run upstairs 

and get his mother,  from inside of   

  complained to the officers while Det. Lopez frisked him, prompting Sgt. 

Tancredi to say, “You want to be a dickhead? We’re gonna arrest you right now and bring you to 

the precinct” (Allegations C and D). Another police vehicle pulled up, and a civilian in that car 

identified that  was not the robbery suspect.  

  was told to have a nice day, and he started walking towards the entrance of  

 At this point, approximately five police vehicles were parked outside of the 

building, and a large group of police officers had formed.  and  exited the 

building, and  started to recount to  what had happened outside of the 

building. PO Michael McAvoy, a uniformed officer who had arrived on the scene, started yelling 

at  in turn began to yell insults and profanities towards PO McAvoy. PO 

McAvoy replied, “Oh yeah? You fucking tough guy?” (Allegation E).  

  and  started walking back towards the entrance of the building.  

 and PO McAvoy continued shouting at each other as they did so. As  and  

 were at the doorway to the vestibule of the building, PO McAvoy ran over to them, and 

punched  on the left side of his head (Allegation F), causing  to stumble into the 

vestibule.  

 PO McAvoy followed  into the vestibule, and punched him several more times 

(subsumed within Allegation F).  entered the vestibule, and tried to push PO McAvoy 

away from  prompting PO McAvoy to try to restrain  was punched 

approximately fifteen times inside the vestibule by approximately five to six officers, and  

 was punched approximately ten times by multiple officers (Allegation G). 

  stood directly outside of the vestibule with several neighbors and officers 

during this struggle.  tried to get into the vestibule, and several officers restrained 

her.  asked one of them for his badge number, and that officer, instead of providing 

the requested information, told  to calm down or she would be arrested (Allegation 

H).   

  and  were eventually handcuffed and brought out of the vestibule. They 

were brought to separate police vehicles, and transported to the 120th Precinct stationhouse, where 

both were arrested and charged with assaulting police officers.  went to the 120th 

Precinct stationhouse immediately after  and  were transported there. Inside, an 

unidentified officer told her to “Get the fuck out of the precinct” (Allegation I).  
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