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When a fight broke out among teenagers on the platform of the Broadway Junction A-Train station, 
the officers controlling the crowd directed some people to exit the paid portion of the station. After 
the crowd had dispersed, one officer told people who had exited the station that they could re-enter 
through the emergency gate. 

One girl who had been on the platform and had left the station as directed attempted to re-enter 
through the case, as the officer had told her to. PO Paradise saw the girl coming through the gate 
and stopped her from entering the station by slamming the emergency gate shut onto her, as 
depicted on an MTA video of the incident. Then PO Paradise took the individual to the ground and 
arrested her for trespassing. 

In her CCRB interview, PO Paradise stated that no officer had let people back in through the gate 
after the fight. When shown the MTA video showing that an officer did let people back in, PO 
Paradise said she had not seen the directions. PO Paradise testified that when the individual passed 
through the turnstile, PO Paradise had attempted to stop the individual and only arrested the 
individual when she tried to run away. She stated that she could not recall if the person was taken to 
the ground, and affirmatively stated that she did not close the gate on her. 

When shown the MTA video showing her closing the gate on the individual’s body, pinning her 
against the frame of the gate, PO Paradise changed her story, saying that she had tripped and lost 
her balance. When asked to identify a portion of the video in which she tripped, she identified a 
frame where her right leg stepped in front of her left. 

The CCRB found PO Paradise had used excessive force when she slammed the gate on a teenager, 
and that she had made a false official statement when she lied about her conduct before being 
contradicted by the video. 

PO Paradise was tried by the Administrative Prosecution Unit and forced to forfeit fifteen vacation 
days. She has since been promoted to Sergeant. 
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 Camera angle 1 (Showing the turnstiles from the non-paid side of the mezzanine) 
o 13:45:31  

 PO Paradise did not recognize  or any of the officers because the footage was too blurry. 
PO Paradise was not aware of any officer pulling or making contact with  hair. PO 
Paradise did not recall any officer punching  neck. The video did not refresh PO 
Paradise’s recollection of  being taken to the ground as it depicts. PO Paradise did not 
recall if any other commands were given to  at this point.  


