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Lt. William Harris 

A man who had been in a dispute with his employer was arrested and brought to the 71st precinct 
for driving on a suspended license. While in the holding cell, the man (who has a pacemaker) 
suffered a cardiac condition and EMTs were called to treat him. He was given oxygen and 
recovered, but complained that Lieutenant Harris, who was supervising the shift, had cursed at him. 
His wife, visiting the man because of his heart attack, confirmed that Harris had called the man a 
“piece of shit” and had cursed when asked for his name and badge number. 

Harris denied that he ever had any interaction with the man during his stay in the precinct. Other 
officers present testified that Harris had interacted with the man but denied he had cursed or failed 
to provide his name and shield number. 

The CCRB investigator identified and interviewed the two independent EMTs who had treated the 
man in the holding cell. Each confirmed that Lieutenant Harris had interacted with the man, that the 
man had asked for his name and shield number, and that in response Lieutenant Harris had cursed 
at the man and failed to provide his name and shield number. 

The CCRB substantiated allegations that Lieutenant Harris had failed to provide his name and shield 
number and that he had been discourteous. It further found that he had lied when he said he had no 
interaction with the man—statements that were contradicted by independent civilian testimony and 
by the testimony of other officers. 
The NYPD punished Harris by giving him a Command Discipline B. He subsequently left the 
NYPD. 
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PO Augustin: shield 31468, uniformed 
PO1: m/w, 6’0”, 200-225 pounds, uniformed 
Lt. Harris: m/w, 6’4”, 230-240 pounds, dark hair, clean shaven, uniformed with white shirt 
Sgt. Comas: m/h 5’10” dark hair, clean-shaven, in uniform with chevrons on sleeves, gold shield 
 
EMT1: m/w 
EMT2: f/b 
EMT3: m/h 
EMT4: m/h 
















