
201600739 
Darrell Lowe 
Warren Lopez 

On January 22, 2016 PO Lowe and PO Lopez conducted a vertical patrol in a New York City 
Housing Authority building when they reached a man who turned and walked away from them and 
into his apartment. They followed the man towards his apartment, stopping along the way to stop, 
frisk and search an individual. When the man’s mother later exited the apartment, the officers took 
advantage of the open door to enter the apartment. The above was captured by security footage in 
the building. 

In the man’s apartment, the man started to record the officers with his personal cell phone. The 
officers arrested the man and took him to the precinct, where he was strip searched. 

In their CCRB interview, both officers stated that the man ran away from them, that they ran after 
him, that they did not encounter anyone on the way to his apartment, and that once they reached the 
apartment the man had just slammed the door on them, but left it ajar, allowing them to enter. 
Every one of these statements is contradicted by the video footage. 

The CCRB substantiated allegations that PO Lopez conducted an unlawful stop, and that PO Lowe 
had conducted an unlawful stop, improperly entered the apartment, conducted an unlawful frisk and 
search, and had unlawfully authorized a strip search at the precinct. It also found that both officers 
made false official statements in their interviews. 

The NYPD compelled PO Lopez to forfeit three vacation days and compelled PO Lowe to forfeit 
17 vacation days.



Complainant/Victim Type Home Address

Witness(es) Home Address

Subject Officer(s) Shield TaxID Command

1. POM Darrell Lowe 31849 PBBX

2. POM Warren Lopez 29434 PBBX

3. POM Joseph Murray 06464 048 PCT

4. POM Alex Torres 27260 048 PCT

5. SGT Frank Amill 02290 PBBX

6. SGT Lauren Diaz 04807 048 PCT

7. POM Brian Kovarik 21898 048 PCT

Witness Officer(s) Shield No Tax No Cmd Name

1. POM Richard Mcknight 7955 PBBX

2. POM Brian Cintron 14743 048 PCT

Officer(s) Allegation Investigator Recommendation

A .  POM Darrell Lowe Abuse of Authority: PO Darrell Lowe stopped  
.

A .  

B .  POM Darrell Lowe Abuse of Authority: PO Darrell Lowe frisked  
.

B .  

C .  POM Darrell Lowe Abuse of Authority: PO Darrell Lowe searched  
.

C .  

D .  POM Warren Lopez Abuse of Authority: PO Warren Lopez stopped  
.

D .  

E .  POM Darrell Lowe Abuse of Authority: PO Darrell Lowe entered  
 in the Bronx.

E .  

F .  POM Darrell Lowe Abuse of Authority: PO Darrell Lowe interfered with the 
recording of .

F .  

G .  POM Brian Kovarik Abuse of Authority: PO Brian Kovarik interfered with the 
recording of .

G .  

Investigator: Team: CCRB Case #:  Force ¨ Discourt. ¨ U.S.

Ben Gilmore              Squad #9                      
          

201600739  Abuse ¨ O.L.  Injury

Incident Date(s) Location of Incident: Precinct: 18 Mo. SOL EO SOL

Friday, 01/22/2016   8:19 PM 48 7/22/2017 7/22/2017

Date/Time CV Reported CV Reported At: How CV Reported: Date/Time Received at CCRB

Fri, 01/22/2016   9:41 PM IAB Phone Wed, 01/27/2016  11:16 AM

CCRB INVESTIGATIVE RECOMMENDATION
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Officer(s) Allegation Investigator Recommendation

H .  POM Brian Kovarik Force: PO Brian Kovarik used physical force against 
.

H .  

I .  POM Brian Kovarik Abuse of Authority: PO Brian Kovarik searched the bag of 
.

I .  

J .  POM Darrell Lowe Force: PO Darrell Lowe used physical force against  
.

J .  

K .  POM Darrell Lowe Force: PO Darrell Lowe used physical force against  
.

K .  

L .  POM Joseph Murray Force: PO Joseph Murray used pepper spray against  
.

L .  

M .  POM Brian Kovarik Force: PO Brian Kovarik used physical force against  
.

M .  

N .  SGT Lauren Diaz Abuse of Authority: Sgt. Lauren Diaz did not obtain medical 
treatment for .

N .  

O .  SGT Frank Amill Abuse of Authority: At the 48th Precinct stationhouse, 
Sergeant Frank Amill authorized the strip-search of  

.

O .  

P .  POM Darrell Lowe Abuse of Authority: At the 48th Precinct stationhouse, PO 
Darrell Lowe strip-searched .

P .  

 

 

 

T .  POM Darrell Lowe Other: There is evidence suggesting PO Darrell Lowe 
provided a false official statement in violation of Patrol 
Guide Procedure 203-08.

T .  

U .  POM Warren Lopez Other: There is evidence suggesting PO Warren Lopez 
provided a false official statement in violation of Patrol 
Guide Procedure 203-08.

U .  
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video footage by shining a flashlight directly at the recording device for over 10 seconds 

(Allegation F). 

201600739_20160425_1205_DM.mp4
 

PO Lowe called for additional units to the location (Board Review 03), and approximately four 

minutes after PO Lowe entered  PO Brian Kovarik and PO Brian Cintron, both 

from the 48th Precinct, arrived on the fourth floor of the location.  continued recording 

the incident on a cellphone in the hallway outside the apartment. Video footage shows that 

immediately upon arriving, PO Kovarik removed the cellphone from s hand, pushed 

him on the chest against a wall, and in the back, away from the apartment (Allegations G and H). 

 walked towards  and PO Kovarik searched a bag that  

 held (Allegation I).  

201600739_20160425_1207_DM.mp4
 

 

PO Lowe entered further inside of  and he pushed  (Allegation J). 

 fell to the ground.  

201600739_20160425_1208_DM.mp4
 

 

s mother,  was also inside of  during the 

incident.  fell to the ground under her own volition.  alleged that 

while she was lying on the floor, PO Lowe kicked her in the face (Allegation K).  

 fled into a back bedroom inside the apartment. PO Lowe, PO Lopez, and PO Joseph 

Murray of the 48th Precinct proceeded to the rear bedroom where  had fled. PO 

Murray used pepper spray against  (Allegation L).  

 

 entered  from the hallway, and he was forced back out of the 

apartment, into the hallway. Video footage shows that once  was outside of the 

apartment, PO Kovarik pushed him in the back (Allegation M).  

201600739_20160426_1742_DM.mp4
 

 

 was escorted out of the apartment in handcuffs.  Additional officers, including 

Sgt. Lauren Diaz of the 48th Precinct and PO Alex Torres, arrived at the location during the 

incident.  

  alleged that she complained to 

Sgt. Lauren Diaz of the 48th Precinct that  had been injured, and that Sgt. Diaz 

did not request or otherwise provide medical attention (Allegation N).  
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• PO Darrell Lowe has been a member of service for two years, and he was the subject of 

three previous CCRB allegations, two of which were unfounded and one force allegation 

which was exonerated.  

o PO Lowe is currently identified as a subject officer in one pending CCRB 

investigation, CCRB case number 201601121, in which he is the subject of ten 

allegations: pepper spray, two physical force allegations, two strip-search 

allegations, an entry, a threat of arrest, a discourtesy, and two stops. 

▪ CCRB case number 201601121 was filed by  and each 

victim in this case, CCRB case number 201600739, is also listed as a 

victim in CCRB case number 201601121, with the exception of  

  

• PO Warren Lopez has been a member of service for two years, and he has been the 

subject of three previous CCRB allegations; one allegation was unfounded, a force 

allegation was exonerated, and a threat of force allegation was unsubstantiated.  

• PO Joseph Murray has been a member of service for 12 years, and he has been the 

subject of nine previous CCRB allegations (not including  

 one complaint 

which was mediated). None of the prior CCRB allegations against PO Murray were 

substantiated, and this is the first CCRB allegation against him regarding the use of 

pepper spray.  

• PO Alex Torres has been a member of service for 15 years, and he has been the subject of 

34 previous CCRB allegations, five of which were substantiated.  

o In CCRB 200307611 the following three allegations were substantiated and the 

CCRB recommended charges for each substantiated allegation: force, threat of 

force, and refusal to provide name/shield number. PO Torres was found not 

guilty by the NYPD regarding all three substantiated allegations.  

o In CCRB 200406244, a force allegation and an offensive language (race) 

allegation were each substantiated, and the CCRB recommended charges for both 

substantiated allegations. The NYPD dismissed the charges.  

o  

  

• Sgt. Frank Amill has been a member of service for nine years, and he has been the 

subject of nine previous CCRB allegations, one of which was substantiated.  

o In CCRB 201017481 a frisk allegation was substantiated, and the CCRB 

recommended instructions.  

 The NYPD issued Sgt. Amill 

instructions in regards.   

• Sgt. Lauren Diaz has been a member of service for nine years, and she has been the 

subject of three previous CCRB allegations, none of which were substantiated.  

o Sgt. Diaz is currently identified as a subject officer in one open CCRB case in 

which she is the subject of three allegations.  

• PO Brian Kovarik has been a member of service for three years, and he has been the 

subject of 18 previous CCRB allegations, none of which were substantiated.  

o  
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any of the individuals in the hallway had anything on their persons that could hurt him. Video 

footage shows that PO Lowe stopped, frisked, and searched an individual in the hallway.   

 

(4) PO Lowe testified that he entered s apartment after  

left the apartment door wide open and ran back inside the apartment. Video footage shows that 

PO Lowe entered the apartment immediately behind s mother,  

whose back was turned to PO Lowe at the time he entered.  

 

(5) PO Lowe testified that during the incident he took out his flashlight, but he stated that 

he did not recall why or what he did with the flashlight. When asked, PO Lowe said he may have 

shined the flashlight at a cellphone held by  but that there was no reason to do 

this. Video footage shows PO Lowe shining a flashlight at a cellphone held by  

After PO Lowe viewed this video footage, he said that he shined his flashlight at  

s cellphone to indicate to him to exit the apartment, and for no other reason.  

 

(6) PO Lowe testified that he was not aware if  was strip-searched. A 

criminal complaint report and arrest report, both of which indicate that PO Lowe was the 

reporting officer and the officer who entered the report, each state that  was strip-

searched. 

 

 An officer is prohibited from making a false official statement, and an officer found to 

have made such a statement will be subject to disciplinary action, Patrol Guide Procedure 203-08 

(Board Review 35). The statement must be proven to have been made, material, and intentionally 

false, Correction v. Centeno OATH Index No. 2031/04 (2005) (Board Review 36).  

 

 

 

 

 

Allegation U – Other: There is evidence suggesting that PO Warren Lopez provided a false 

official statement in violation of Patrol Guide Procedure 203-08.  

The CCRB found evidence suggesting that PO Lopez provided a false official statement 

regarding this incident. A spin-off case was referred to IAB in regards, under CCRB case number 

201602870 (Board Review 04). PO Lopez was interviewed by the CCRB regarding this incident 

on April 5, 2016 (Board Review 14). During this interview, PO Lopez made several statements 

which were false or contradicted by material evidence, including but not limited to the following:  

 

(1) PO Lopez testified that upon approaching  ran from 

him and PO Lowe into his apartment. Video footage of the incident shows that  

walked away from PO Lopez and PO Lowe into an apartment.  

 

(2) PO Lopez testified that he and PO Lowe ran after  at full speed in an 

attempt to stop him. Video footage shows that neither PO Lopez nor PO Lowe ran after  
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(3) PO Lopez testified that when  ran inside his apartment he shut the 

door "in the faces" of him and PO Lowe, and that he and PO Lowe stood within one foot of the 

door when  closed the door. Video footage shows that PO Lowe and PO Lopez 

were not near the door when  shut it.  

 

(4) PO Lopez made the following memo book entry (Board Review 37) in regards to the 

incident: "Perp took off running into his aparment, close door in our faces. Perp 10 sec[ond]s later 

opens door, says we need a search warrant to enter apartment. Since in foot (hot) pursuit, we try 

to make arrest. Perp pushes his grandmother and mother in front of us to prevent being 

appre[he]nded." PO Lopez testified that he recalled making the memo book entry regarding this 

incident almost immediately after the incident occurred. Video footage contradicts the substance 

of PO Lopez's memo book entry. 

 

An officer is prohibited from making a false official statement, and an officer found to 

have made such a statement will be subject to disciplinary action, Patrol Guide Procedure 203-08 

(Board Review 35). The statement must be proven to have been made, material, and intentionally 

false, Correction v. Centeno OATH Index No. 2031/04 (2005) (Board Review 36).  

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Squad:  

         

 

Investigator:    ____________________   ____________________     _____________ 

                Signature                  Print                                    Date 

 

Squad Leader: ____________________    ____________________     _____________ 

                             Title/Signature     Print                                    Date 

 

Reviewer:        ____________________   _____________________     _____________ 

                             Title/Signature     Print                                    Date 
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