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Officers observed a hand-to-hand sale of drugs inside the Union Square subway station. Two 
officers arrested the seller, while a sergeant arrested the buyer. While the buyer was being walked to 
the Transit Bureau precinct within the station, the buyer attempted to swallow some of the drugs he 
had purchased. The sergeant and Officer Samerson forced the man to the ground, while PO Claude 
Montout rolled his baton across the man’s lower leg in an effort to get him to comply. The man 
claimed that the officers banged his head against the ground and used a tool to pry open his mouth, 
and chipped a tooth in the process. 

Officer Montout, who acknowledged he had used the baton across the man’s leg, described it as a 
known compliance technique. The sergeant acknowledged bringing the man to the ground and 
stated that the man had willingly spit out the drugs. Officer Samerson stated that she did not interact 
with the man but only interacted with the seller. The EMT who transported the man to the hospital 
described PO Samerson as the officer holding the man, and the recording of the call for an 
ambulance included PO Samerson’s voice while struggling with the man. While medical records and 
an ambulance call report were reviewed by the investigator, such records are not subject to FOIL 
and were not produced. 

After reviewing the statements and the medical records, the CCRB substantiated allegations that the 
sergeant and PO Samerson used excessive force, and exonerated allegations of excessive force 
against Officer Montout because the compliance technique is within NYPD policy. 

It further found that PO Samerson and PO Montout each made false statements in their CCRB 
interviews. 

The NYPD provided instructions to PO Samerson and did not discipline PO Montout at all. 

The CCRB allegations against PO Montout were redacted in a later letter from the district attorney.  



























Interview Details 
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CCRB Case # 201605067 

Subject Officer: POLICE OFFICER LENNOXANN SAMERSON 
     PO Lennoxann Samerson,  years old at the time of the incident, is a black female who is 5’6” tall, weighs 

160 pounds, and has black hair and brown eyes. 
     On June 1, 2016 at approximately 7:47 p.m. PO Samerson worked from 12:00 p.m. to 8:35 p.m. She was 

dressed in plainclothes, assigned to Anti-Crime, and worked with PO Montout and Sgt. Cao. 
 
CCRB Statement 
PO Samerson was reinterviewed at the CCRB on September 13, 2016. 
PO Samerson was played the first two minutes of the 911 Dispatch Recording from  arrest from 

IA# . PO Samerson identified the first male voice on the recording at 00:02, saying, “Send EMS to 14th Street 
Union Square for a perp, he appears to be eating some sort of narcotics,” as Police Officer Hrachya Krmoyan. PO 
Samerson identified the second male voice on the recording from 00:15- 00:41, saying “There’s gonna be a perp 
MAO that swallowed drugs” as Sergeant Son Cao. PO Samerson said, “The first voice that raised central sounded like 
Officer Krmoyan, and then the second voice that came on sounded like Sergeant Cao.” 

When played the 01:28 – 01:52 section of the recording, PO Samerson could not identify the female voice saying 
“Call the elevator” or the male voice saying “Spit it out.” PO Samerson said that the male voice did not sound like PO 
Krmoyan, Sgt. Cao or PO Montout. PO Samerson denied that the female voice was her own or that any voice on the 
recording was hers. PO Samerson did not know if any other female officers responded to the incident or if any other 
female officers were on duty at Transit District 4. PO Samerson did not know if any female civilians gathered near 
officers during the incident. 
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