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A woman observed a man being arrested in the Bronx and approached him and the officers to ask 
what was going on. The man declined her help and the officers brought the man to a prisoner van. 
The woman took photographs of the incident. The man was taken away in the prisoner van and she 
later saw him; he told her he had been driven a few blocks away and released. Because there was no 
documented arrest that day, and no stop-and-frisk form prepared by the officers, the CCRB had to 
determine what happened almost entirely from officer testimony. All of the officers involved had 
been on a buy-and-bust operation (where an undercover officer buys narcotics and then provides 
other officers with a description of the person from whom he bought the drugs).  While two officers 
recalled the incident, they stated that the man had been found with drugs, arrested, and transported 
to the precinct. In fact no arrest paperwork, or any other paperwork had been completed. 
Occasionally during a buy-and-bust, when officers arrest someone based on an undercover’s 
description, that person is released when it turns out to be the wrong person, but in that case the 
team prepares paperwork documenting the stop. Officer Cole, in his interview, not only stated that 
he did not remember the incident, he stated that he could not recognize any of the officers in any of 
the photographs the woman took—including a photograph of himself that multiple other officers 
identified as him. 

The CCRB found that the arresting officers abused their authority and that Officer Cole made a 
false official statement in his CCRB interview. 
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place prior to 7 pm. Det. Marte stated that, had a stop been made, a 250 report should have been generated, and that he 
would have logged the incident in his memo book. However, Det. Marte stated that, though the arresting officer, he 
would not be responsible for generating a 250 report, as that is the responsibility of the officer physically making the 
stop.  
 
Note: The interview went off the record at 10:07 a.m. and resumed at 10:09 a.m. 
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Lt. Braithwaite is a -year-old black man, standing 5’10 tall, weighing 200 lbs., and with black hair and brown eyes. 
On August 26, 2016, he led a buy-and-bust operation in the 48th Precinct, and was assigned to the unmarked leader 
car with Det. French. Lt. Braithwaite worked in plain clothes from 2 pm to 2:30 am on the following day.  
 
Lt. Braithwaite’s Memo Book 
1400 98 w Det. French 
1550 93c x 1 
1810 93c x 1 
1820 93c x 2 
 
Lt. Braithwaite’s CCRB Statement 
On August 26, 2016, Lt. Braithwaite led a buy-and-bust operation consisting of a team in the 48th Precinct and 47th 
Precinct; Lt. Braithwaite was the passenger of an unmarked minivan driven by Det. French.  
 
At approximately 3:50 p.m., Lt. Braithwaite received a description of someone believed to be involved in a narcotics 
transaction that was put over the radio by the undercover officer. At the time, Lt. Braithwaite and Det. French were 
south of the , in an area across the street near the intersection of . 
Shortly after the information was relayed, Lt. Braithwaite observed an individual fitting that description and, after 
confirmation from the undercover officer, arrested him; Lt. Braithwaite could not recall any of the descriptions given 
for the individuals  believed to be involved.  
 
Lt. Braithwaite stated that multiple people were stopped in the vicinity in connection with this transaction, and that 
there was a second group of officers across the street. Lt. Braithwaite stated that his interaction with civilians around 
that time was limited to this man’s arrest and with his family, who arrived at the location after he was arrested. This 
individual was ultimately processed at the 48th Precinct stationhouse.  
 
Lt. Braithwaite was unaware of any officers making stops, making false identifications, or of arresting someone and 
then releasing them; he stated that all of his interactions resulted in arrests. Further, he was stated that he was never 
informed of a voided arrest, and that, per procedure, he would be notified of such an occurrence.  
 
Lt. Braithwaite identified PO Marte in the foreground, and PO Cole and Det. French as the passenger and driver, 
respectively, of the prisoner van. He stated that Det. Lindsey was GHOST for the day.  
 
Lt. Braithwaite did not recognize  He stated that he had no knowledge of any officers having notable 
engagement with a civilian in the course of an arrest, and that he had no knowledge of any officer grabbing the 
genitals of an apprehended man.  
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Det. Lizardo is a -year-old Hispanic male, standing 5’9, weighing 215 lbs., and with brown hair and brown eyes. 
On August 26, 2016, Det. Lizardo worked in plainclothes from 1127x2000 as part of the chase car in a buy-and-bust 
operation. 
 
Det. Lizardo’s Memo Book 
1330: TAC @ 47 
1400: U/O 48 pct. Chase 
1900: 84 @ 48th pct. processing  
 
Det. Lizardo’s CCRB Statement 
A description of an individual believed to have purchased drugs from an uncover police officer was put over the radio 
at approximately 3:30 pm on August 26, 2016; the man was described as having a grocery bag, yet Det. Lizardo could 
not recall any other details of the description. Det. Lizardo stated that almost immediately after, he turned a corner and 
saw the man sitting on a bench approximately 25 feet away. Det. Lizardo could not recall what the man was doing on 
the bench, but stated that the man stood out to him because he had a grocery bag. However, Det. Lizardo then stated 
that he could not recall whether he was of the first officers on the scene, or if he saw the man being apprehended. Det. 
Lizardo then stated that the man was standing upon his arrival. Det. Lizardo still could not recall how the man was 
apprehended  
 
Det. Lizardo identified himself, Det. Flynn, Det. Marte and PO Cole in Photograph 1. Det. Lizardo still was unable to 
recall who his partner was on that day from this picture, for, though PO Cole and Det. Flynn were partnered together, 
Det. Lizardo stated that he was not necessarily partnered with Det. Marte and that there were likely other officers 
outside the frame of the photograph. Further, when presented with the roll call and the fact that all other officers 
except he and Det. Marte were paired off, Det. Lizardo was still was unable to recall with whom he was partnered that 
day, yet stated that he would have had a partner. Det. Lizardo stated that protocol would require officers to move the 
man toward the prisoner van, and have him stand outside the van until the undercover officer could confirm his 
identity. It is only after this confirmatory, stated Det. Lizardo, that an individual is physically put into the prisoner 
van. However, Det. Lizardo stated that he was not at all involved with the man being walked to the prisoner van 
and/or removed from the location. 
 
Det. Lizardo stated that he did not touch the man, and had no knowledge of someone being arrested, placed in the 
prisoner van, and then released on that day.  
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PO Sean DeStefano is a -year-old white male, standing 6’3” tall, weighing 215 lbs, and with brown hair and green 
eyes. On August 26, 2016, PO DeStefano was assigned to go to court with Det. Simpson to secure a search warrant. 
 
PO DeStefano’s Memo Book 
1530: B+B chase 48th Precinct; Lt. Braithwaite 
2130 EOT 
 
PO DeStefano’s CCRB Statement  
PO DeStefano was not present for this incident. On August 26, 2016, Det. Simpson and PO DeStefano went 
to court to obtain a search warrant. In  the vicinity of 2:30 pm, Det. Simpson and PO DeStefano were eating 
lunch after court when a call was put over the radio for assistance in a buy-and-bust near  

. The officers responded and were at the location for over an hour before returning to the 
stationhouse. PO DeStefano had no knowledge of any incidents taking place during that buy-and-bust 
operation that concerned an erroneous detainment, a gathering crowd, or of an individual dropped off on the 
side of the road.  
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