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POM Christopher Cianicullo 
POM Vasyl Filchukov  

On March 3, 2018, PO Cianicullo and PO Filchukov were assigned to a footpost to deter drug 
activity. According to PO Cianicullo, the officers saw a group of individuals sitting on milkcrates 
that they later claimed they recognized to be drug dealers, though he could not recall their names. 
The officers got into a heated verbal argument with one of the individuals after he refused to vacate 
the sidewalk and the officers confiscated his milk crate. The officers told the individual he was under 
arrest, upon which he walked the half-block home to his apartment with the officers following 
behind. The individual managed to close the door before the officers could enter the apartment and 
the officers ultimately left the scene. A little later, the officers alleged to have observed the same 
individual smoking a marijuana cigarette outside the apartment building then re-enter the building 
and taunt them from the apartment window. The officers again entered the apartment building and 
tried to get the individual to exit the apartment, telling him that he was “wanted,” though they 
generated no paperwork and later admitted they “didn’t believe we could open a case.”  

A few days later on March 7, 2018, the same individual was walking out of his apartment building 
with his young son sitting on his shoulders when he was approached by PO Cianicullo and PO 
Filchukov who had decided to place him under arrest for the March 3, 2018 interaction. The officers 
told the individual to put the child down. Within five seconds, PO Filchukov started a forcible 
takedown by forcefully pulling the individual by his arms out from under the child, knocking the 
child off his father’s shoulders before he was caught in mid-air, upside-down by PO Cianicullo. 
Surveillance video captured PO Cianicullo and PO Filchukov shove the individual and the boy to 
the ground.  

During PO Cianicullo’s CCRB interview regarding the incident, he testified that he grabbed the child 
by the arms and safely pulled him away from his father’s shoulders to safeguard him from being 
injured. PO Cianicullo denied that either the father or son fell onto or hit the ground during this 
incident. Similarly, PO Filkuchkov testified that PO Cianicullo reached out his two arms, lifted the 
son from his father’s shoulders and safely put him on the ground, denying that the child struck the 
ground during the incident.  

Surveillance video of the incident depicts PO Filchukov and PO Cianicullo forcibly taking the son 
and father to the sidewalk, forcefully pulling the father out from under the son as he sat on his 
father’s shoulders, causing him to tumble to the left and be caught mid-air by PO Cianicullo. Then, 
the officers pulled the father down to the ground and all four fell to the sidewalk. In addition, 
medical records showed that the individual was diagnosed with a head injury and prescribed ice and 
painkillers.   

The CCRB substantiated the charges regarding use of physical force, threats, and discourteous 
words against PO Cianicullo. As of March 2022, the APU decision is still pending. PO Cianicullo is 
still employed with the NYPD in the same position.  

The NYPD did not discipline PO Filchukov for the incident. He was subsequently promoted to 
Sergeant.  



Complainant/Victim Type Home Address

Witness(es) Home Address

Subject Officer(s) Shield TaxID Command

1. POM Christopher Cianicullo 11109 033 PCT

2. POM Vasyl Filchukov 17295 033 PCT

Witness Officer(s) Shield No Tax No Cmd Name

1. POM Edward Montoya 14418 033 PCT

2. POF Carmen Gomez 26242 PA UPTU

3. POM Johnny Mitchell 31023 033 PCT

4. POF Yissel Feliz 21603 033 PCT

5. POM Dennis Garcia 01895 033 PCT

6. SGT Richard Lennox 04103 033 PCT

7. POM Philip Miranda 22094 PA UPTU

8. POF Maria Jorgesanchez 05265 033 PCT

9. POF Cecilia Pineda 07184 033 PCT

Officer(s) Allegation Investigator Recommendation

A .  POM Christopher Cianicullo Abuse of Authority: On March 3, 2018, outside of  
 in Manhattan, Police Officer Christopher 

Cianicullo threatened to take action based on  
’s immigration status.

A .  

B .  POM Christopher Cianicullo Off. Language: On March 3, 2018, outside of  
 in Manhattan, Police Officer Christopher 

Cianicullo made remarks to  based upon 
the gender of .

B .  

C .  POM Christopher Cianicullo Discourtesy: On March 3, 2018, outside of  
 in Manhattan, Police Officer Christopher Cianicullo 

spoke discourteously to 

C .  

Investigator: Team: CCRB Case #:  Force  Discourt. ¨ U.S.

Greg Finch               APU                             
        

201801835  Abuse  O.L.  Injury

Incident Date(s) Location of Incident: Precinct: 18 Mo. SOL EO SOL

Saturday, 03/03/2018   1:25 PM 33 9/3/2019 9/3/2019

Date/Time CV Reported CV Reported At: How CV Reported: Date/Time Received at CCRB

Wed, 03/07/2018   1:42 PM CCRB On-line website Wed, 03/07/2018   1:42 PM
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Officer(s) Allegation Investigator Recommendation

D .  POM Vasyl Filchukov Abuse of Authority: On March 3, 2018, Police Officer Vasyl 
Filchukov entered  in 
Manhattan.

D .  

E .  POM Christopher Cianicullo Abuse of Authority: On March 3, 2018, Police Officer 
Christopher Cianicullo entered  

 in Manhattan.

E .  

F .  POM Vasyl Filchukov Force: On March 7, 2018, outside  in 
Manhattan, Police Officer Vasyl Filchukov used physical 
force against .

F .  

G .  POM Vasyl Filchukov Force: On March 7, 2018, outside  in 
Manhattan, Police Officer Vasyl Filchukov used physical 
force against .

G .  

H .  POM Christopher Cianicullo Force: On March 7, 2018, outside  in 
Manhattan, Police Officer Christopher Cianicullo used 
physical force against .

H .  

I .  POM Christopher Cianicullo Force: On March 7, 2018, outside  in 
Manhattan, Police Officer Christopher Cianicullo used 
physical force against .

I .  

J .  POM Vasyl Filchukov Force: On March 7, 2018, outside  in 
Manhattan, Police Officer Vasyl Filchukov used physical 
force against .

J .  

K .  POM Christopher Cianicullo Force: On March 7, 2018, outside  in 
Manhattan, Police Officer Christopher Cianicullo used 
physical force against .

K .  

L .  POM Vasyl Filchukov Discourtesy: On March 7, 2018, outside  
 in Manhattan, Police Officer Vasyl Filchukov spoke 

discourteously to .

L .  

M .  POM Christopher Cianicullo Other: There is evidence suggesting Police Officer  
Christopher Cianicullo provided a false official statement in 
violation of PG 203-08.

M .  

N .  POM Vasyl Filchukov Other: There is evidence suggesting Police Officer Vasyl 
Filchukov provided a false official statement in violation of 
PG 203-08.

N .  
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